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India's  support  Burma would  never  be  granted  a  genuine
Constitution by the British Government.
The form in which nationalism took root in India became an
organized campaign of civil disobedience and led to the per-
petration of crime. In Burma, although a boycott of foreign
goods was instituted and many Burmese abandoned alcohol,
tobacco and the wearing of articles of European dress or manu-
facture, the movement has on the whole been voluntary and has
been maintained within legal and legitimate bounds. The
Burmese are free to wear what they please and to discard what
they please, and their action in this respect has been a natural
if inconvenient act of patriotism.
Among other classes, in the villages of the mountains and the
jungles, a totally different attitude was adopted, an attitude that
reflects Burmese character and outlook. Impulsive, accepting
Buddhism as their religion, but abandoning none of their
animistic beliefs, the Burmese are capable of organizing in secret
until the need of secrecy is removed. They are liable to break
out into acts of cruelty. Murder is a common and increasing
crime and as often as not murder for some trivial reason. The
dah—the local knife—is a handy weapon to which resort is too
often made. To such natures the spirit of nationalism opened
a door to sedition, culminating in open revolt in one district and
in smouldering discontent in others.
The authorities in Burma were taken by complete surprise
when, in December, 1930, a movement among certain villages
of the Tharrawaddy district near the railway line between
Rangoon and Prome led to the burning of villages, murders and
the looting of guns* A forest officer, Mr. Fields-Clarke, taken
unawares in a " forest bungalow," was murdered and the
building burned. Fresh batches of reinforcements were sent.
The combined contingents were attacked by from 800 to 1,000
rebels. The leader of the rebellion, a certain Saya San, who had
installed his headquarters at Alantuang, had recruited a large
number of men by vague promises of victory and had announced
the liberation of Burma from all foreign intervention.
Meanwhile, the rebels continued committing every kind of
outrage upon their fellow countrymen, for so far from the move-
ment being directed solely against the Government, it took the
form of a massacre of the rebels' own compatriots* Punjabi
troops were dispatched to aid the military police and were
promptly attacked. So quickly had the situation materialized

